Tim EARTH                         in
the ether. We cannot experiment upon the eonduct of oxygen or nitrogen, at the absolute zero of temperature, but we have no reason to doubt that at some extremely low point they would follow the example of all other bodies, part with their molecular Energy to the surrounding ether, and pass through the liquid into the solid form.1 We know already that carbonic anhydride can assume the frozen condition, and it is hardly probable that the simple atmospheric gases would not do the same, under similar circumstances, could we only command sufficient Power for their liquefaction. Falling upon the water, the ethereal Energy acts in opposition to its cohesive Force, and keeps it habitually in the liquid state, at least in tropical and temperate climates. Nor is it only by compelling them to assume the gaseous and liquid forms that the ethereal Energy displays its separative nature on air and water: it also acts in opposition to gravitation. It heats many water-molecules till they evaporate, and then raises them to considerable heights in the air. It expands the atmosphere of the tropics (by conduction and convection), and causes the phenomena of monsoons, winds, and storms. In a similar way it produces the ocean currents. And it thus becomes
1 Since this was written,  the   solidification of oxygen has been actually accomplished.